Obituaries

Glinda Ann Torvik

December 24, 1953 — March 16, 2026
Glinda Torvik passed on March 16, 2026.
Chris Hall, Glinda’s daughter, said it best (posted on Facebook).

“If there is one thing | hope people remember about Mama, it was
her heart. Glinda Torvik had a way of making you feel like you mat-
tered—really mattered. When she was with you, she wasn’t halfway
paying attention or distracted. She was present. She listened with her

whole face, laughed with her whole body, and loved with a kind of warmth that wrapped around
you. Being in her presence made life feel lighter, safer, easier. She could lift your spirit just by
walking into the room.”

Many dancers knew her as “Glinda the good witch!” Glinda loved life and especially loved
dancing. When she graduated from square dance lessons Dad took her to her first Convention.
She was hooked. Glinda and Dan made it part of their life to promote dancing wherever they
went. She loved the National Square Dance Convention® and wanted to see it continue and
thrive after Covid. She could be seen taking pictures at every event they attended, posting later
for all to enjoy.

Dan and Glinda Torvik live in Tennessee. They were asked to host the 70th National Square
Dance Convention® (70th NSDC) in Jackson, MS in June 2021. They agreed. They and their
team presented a Bid in 2017 at the 66th NSDC in Cincinnati, OH. The bid was awarded to Dan
and Glinda, and to Jackson, MS. Dan and Glinda joined the National Executive Committee (NEC)
in July 2021 and requested Member Emeritus in June 2025
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Gretchen Ollerman-McComas
December 27, 1939 - March 9, 2026

| Margaret Bertha “Gretchen” Ollerman, 86, of Lusby, Maryland,

' @'| passed away peacefully on March 9, 2026. Gretchen and Jim McCo-
mas were loved members of Aqua Squares. Gretchen was born on De-
cember 27, 1939, in Rahway, New Jersey, she was the daughter of the
late Adolf Gustave Edmund and Margaret Hilda Shumann Finkensieper.
Gretchen spent her early years in New Jersey before later making
Southern Maryland her home.

Gretchen dedicated her life to caring for others. She graduated from Glenridge High School
(Glenridge, New Jersey) in 1957 and from St. Luke’s Hospital Nursing School (New York) in
1960. She went on to serve as a nurse for more than four decades. She retired in December
2005 after approximately 45 years of devoted service in the nursing profession. The Maryland
Nursing Honor Guard paid tribute to Gretchen'’s years of service with a Nightengale tribute.

Active and energetic throughout her life, Gretchen enjoyed skiing, square dancing, and
spending time outdoors. She embraced every opportunity to stay active and connected with the
world around her. Above all, Gretchen treasured her family. She was deeply proud of her children
and grandchildren and cherished every moment spent with them.

She is survived by her loving husband, James McComas, her five children, nine grandchil-
dren, and nine great grandchildren.

A celebration of Gretchen'’s life was held on Tuesday, April 28, 2026, at Rausch Funeral Home
in Lusby, MD, with Bill Miller officiating. Aqua Squares was honored to provide a luncheon for
her family and friends following her service.
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