The Exitor's Desk

Well, the dancing season is winding
down. festival has come and gone. In preparing
this issue | find myself including notes specific
dances are dark or more generally that certain
clubs are going dark for the summer. It is all part
of the change of seasons. We have been told it
dates back to our agrarian past when kids were
needed on the farm to help with the harvest. Ac-
tually that never made much sense to me as
summers were never a particularly busy time on
farms. However | digress. In our Dancing World
summer is a time for conventions and traveling.
The big event each summer are the national con-
ventions. This year, at the end of June, is the 75th
National Square Dance Convention in Waco
Texas. As of this writing there are 36 Maryland
dancers and 23 Virginia dancers registered to at-
tend.That is just the start. We also have our local
Maryland Star Spangled Banner Festival in July
and the Tennessee Convention in August, Thus
there is plenty of dancing during the Summer.

Next | need to put out a plea for information.
Calls’N’Cues is only as good as you, the WASCA
dancers make it. In particular Club activities. There
are some 50+ clubs in WASCA. Less than 10 reg-
ularly provide input to me in the form of club news
(to include pictures) and calendar of events en-
tries. For the remaining clubs | scrounge data
where ever | can find it. With the end of the danc-
ing season one of my major sources has been
used up - club schedule flyers. Please get next
season’s flyers to me as soon as you have them.
Also any special dance flyers would be appreci-
ated. | tend to work 4 months out - the two months
which are in the issue name, and then the two fol-
lowing months. For example, in this issue | am
covering May, June, July, and August. The sooner
| receive flyers, the sooner | can get them into the
Special Flyers Section, and put entries in the Cal-
endar Events. | would also like more information
on classes, hopefully to provide information to pro-
spective Angels.

And that Is it for this issue, Until next time
ed
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WASCA had another wonderful festival with
over 800 attendees. | would like to thank Lisa Alfred
and Maggie Ciotti and the rest of their committee
for their great work over the past 18 months in order
that you and many others could fully enjoy the fes-
tival. We are looking forward to more volunteers
stepping up for the next two festivals (2027 and
2028). Just think - you could be the one to decide
the next theme!

This is the last Calls n Cues issue for the
WASCA year ending May 31. The WASCA board
would like to thank Mike & Carol McNamee and
Fran Hernandez for being board members for the
past three years. Thank you for a job well done.

President’s Patter

Steve Cunnion

(WASCA President 2025-2026)

We also would like to welcome aboard Amy
Clements and Joyce Duffy-Bilanow as our two new
board members to the 2026-7 board starting June
1. They will be co-chairs of the new Dancer Re-
cruiting Committee for Virginia and Maryland re-
spectfully.  They will help clubs recruit new
members through the various new WASCA funded
educational programs we will begin developing
shortly. If you have an interest in helping develop
these programs as part of the Recruiting Commit-
tee, please contact Amy (Virginia) at
riwjrszf@yahoo.com or Joyce (Maryland) at flamin-
gojdb@comcast.net.

WASCA Spring Festival

Black Light Dance



RDTA
President’s
Message

by
Ken & Berni Ryder

Greetings, WASCA and MDSDF dancers

With the unusual heat we've had in March and
April, its hard to believe that we're just entering
May. While we all will continue to enjoy dancing
with our favorite local clubs, many will be shutting
down for the summer at the end of May or early
June. But, the summer offers a number of oppor-
tunities to round dance at special events -- and we
hope to see and dance with many of you at several
of them.

Late June features the Roundalab Convention
with evening dancing June 21-24 in WACO TX. Im-
mediately following the Roundalab Convention,
there will be extensive round dancing at the 75th
National Square Dance Convention in WACO TX
-- June 24-27. In addition to the evening dancing
in separate halls for phase II-lll, llI-IV, and V-VI
dancing, there will be over 20 teaches of new
dances during the afternoons, with the mornings
showcasing the dances to be taught that afternoon.
[See the flyer in this issue]. July will offer additional
round dancing special events with the annual
ICBDA Convention in St George UT -- July 7-11.

For those who are not able to travel that far to
enjoy these national events, we hope to see every-
one at the 61st Annual Star Spangled Banner Fes-
tival at the same locale as last year -- the Double
Tree Hotel in Pikesville MD-- July 17-19. You won't
want to miss this special opportunity for Getting
Our Kicks in 2026 -- featuring not only Rey &
Sherry Garza and Curt & Tammy Worlock, but our
own Amy & Ken Shotting cueing and teaching for
you. [Flyers for all of these events are included
later in this issue.].

Finally, RDTA will hold its annual Butterfly Ball
on a Saturday evening this summer -- exact date
and locale still TBD. Ken will be programming this
phase lI-IV round dance which will feature many
dances newer round dancers, especially students,
will enjoy. Once a final date is set, we'll distribute a
flyer on the WASCA and MDSDF e-mail systems.

For those who are ready to get out, get down,
and explore some exciting dancing, why not join us
in enjoying our favorite “social contact sport” and
consider taking some lessons to learn to round
dance or “brush up” on some rhythms you’re still
not fully comfortable dancing. See the information
available on current Round Dance classes in the
section on Dance Classes later in this Calls ‘N
Cues Issue and then check with one of the leaders
holding a class convenient for you to see when
they will be starting to teach a new rhythm. All you
need are your dancing shoes and a willing partner.

We look forward to seeing and dancing with
you all on local and national dance floors this
summer. Stay cool, but keep on dancin'!!




Column
By
Peggy Portner

No more traveling to Indianapolis to see
Indy cars! The Freedom 250 Grand Prix of
Washington DC is coming to the National Mall
in 2027, celebrating America’s 250th anniver-
sary. On August 22-23, the first motor race ever
to be held in the Nation’s Capital will feature
cars going up to 190 mph in the shadow of the
Washington Monument and the U.S. Capitol.
This unique event puts IndyCar racing out in
front (pun intended), instead of being over-
shadowed as usual by the ever-popular NAS-
CAR and Formula 1 races.

The Washington Post calls it ‘a blend of his-
tory and horsepower’; the Athletic claims it will
be ‘one of the most scenic backdrops in Amer-
ican racing history’. Josef Newgarden, two-
time Indy winner, toured the proposed course
and commented ‘This circuit is unlike any other
street race we’ve seen. You've got a high-
speed section down Pennsylvania Avenue that
will reward commitment and precision, mixed
with technical corners around 9th Street that
will demand respect. Racing through the heart
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Indy Racing Comes to DC

of American history, with those amazing land-
marks lining the course, is going to be in-
credibly powerful. Presidents Washington and
Jefferson marked notable celebrations with
spirited horse races; the Freedom 250 race will
bring that historic tradition into the 21st century
and renew a tremendous sense of patriotic
pride.

The 1.7-mile course will be built this
summer, beginning and ending in front of the
Capital on Third Street. The race will not touch
Capitol grounds, The track will pass directly in
front of the National Archives and the Smithso-
nian Air and Space Museum. The pit lane area
will be on Pennsylvania Avenue, between
Turns 1 and 2. The event will be free and open
to the public. Tickets will be given away via an
online lottery, going live on or around April 1;
the race is expected to draw over a million
spectators and will be broadcast nationally on
Fox. IndyCar’s designed a special logo for the
grand prix: a red, white and blue car positioned
in front of the U.S. Capitol.

UNITED STATES
CAPITOL

NATIONAL MALL

SMITHSONIAN
AIR ANDSPACE MUSEUM

Turns : 7
Circuit Length : 1.66 Miles
Longest Straight : 0.40 Miles
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Before | begin, | have a request. If you are
reading this article, please drop me a short email.
You can just say “yes” (I read them), or feel free to
comment on it's content. I've been writing this col-
umn for many years now, and | have no idea how
many, if any, dancers actually read them.
Dick.Otis@me.com

This year Tom and Nancy Stafford and | started
an experiment. Beginning in September 2025, in
an effort to draw new dancers into Merry Notes
Square Dance Club, the club sponsored a free 12-
week beginner square dance class at the Herndon
Senior Center. Using the Condensed Teach
Method (CTM) described last in my issue of
CallsNCues, and assisted by some dedicated
Merry Note dancers, we have 2+ squares dancing
every Thursday. *

The class elected to continue on past 12 weeks
into December. As you may have read in the last
CallsNCues, CTM falls short of the September
2026 Mainstream Program by 4 calls. These calls
were easy to add to their knowledge base, so now
the class is dancing full Mainstream.

Beginning in January we started offering a, still
free, Thursday evening one hour Mainstream work-
shop followed by a one hour Plus workshop. This
effort has been great education for the dancers,
and for me.

I’'m pleased that everyone in the class has
elected to keep dancing. That was the purpose
after all. We have dancers who are naturals and
some who struggle. But nobody has quit. Some
drive from quite a distance to participate.

CHOREO CORNER

with Dick Otis

Learning to dance never stops —

Or at least it shouldn’t

Website: www.DickOtis.com Email: dick.otis@me.com

Recently some dancers have decided they
want to study more. Even one of my Advanced
dancers recently asked me for study cards. They
realized they were dancing by muscle memory but
didn’t know all the definitions. My A1/A2 study card
word documents are formatted 5X8 with the call
name on one side, and the call definition on the
other (available free on request).

There is a huge difference between a dance
where everyone wants to complete a sequence
and a workshop where the caller wants to ensure
everyone knows how to dance a call. In the first
case, dancers are helping each other keeps the
square moving and successful. In the latter case,
dancers helping other dancers is not so helpful for
a couple of reasons. First, a dancer can move* a
confused dancer in their square to the correct spot,
but that doesn’t help them know WHY they should
be there. Also physically moving by someone by
grasping shoulders or arms can cause them to trip
and/or cause injury. Talking in the workshop is dis-
tracting to other dancers. Secondly, it’s the caller’s
job to correct people and ensure they know why
there was a problem.

('m less concerned when dancers want to help
review a call between tips)

In aviation, something I've done for some 59
years now, learning is something that never stops.
Some aviators keep adding new ratings, and some
just work at being the best at whatever rating they
hold. But all aviators keep training, all the time.

The same should be true for square dancers.
If you don’t care to progress to the next level, that’s
fine, but whatever level you dance, you should do
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it often and take pride at being an expert dancer,
and knowing the definition of a call.

There are many ways to learn. One is to just do
it (e.g. dance), that develops your muscle memory.
But a better way is to do some workshops and
some studying. If you have calls you are not com-
fortable with, ask your caller to explain and work-
shop them. Even better, do some research.

You have options for review. On a desktop
computer go to:

https://www.tamtwirlers.org/taminations

You can view calls from any level and Sep-
tember 2026 Mainstream is available.
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The center couples form a momentary two-faced line,
following the Dance action description
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Click on any call, and you get a definition, and
active dancer demo, and a choice of any possible
formation you can do the call from.

On Apple, and | presume Window based de-
vices, go to the App Store and search for Tamina-
tions (in lifestyle)

In the app version, common formations and ar-
rangements for each call are listed in green.

| encourage you to keep dancing and keep
learning! Below are some examples for Tamina-
tions on the calls Cast Off Three Quarters, Double
Pass Thru, and Ferris Wheel.
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The next WASCA clubs Delegates meeting is
May 31, 2026. This will be a Zoom meeting at 7:00

P.M. Please plan to attend to keep your club in
good standing. You will get an email notification
with the email link from the WASCA Secretary.

The 2025/2026 WASCA fiscal year is fast ap-
proaching its end. The 2026/27 club membership
renewals are due by the end of May. If you need a
membership form go to www.wascaclubs.org and
fill out the fillable PDF membership form, save it to
your computer with a new name and then print it
out and mail it with a $25 check made out to
WASCA. The information from the membership
form will be used to enter the times the club dances;
the location where the club dances; the caller and
the cuer, and the clubs info contact in the WASCA
Club Directory found in Calls ‘n’ Cues and on the
Web. We also use the current information to get a
contact email and phone number so we know how
to contact someone if we or someone else needs
information. We would also appreciate a copy of
your 2026/2027 dance schedule included with your
renewal if you have one available. The member-
ship information and annual dues are needed to
keep your insurance coverage current.

MEMBERSHIP

By Tom & Nancy Stafford

Membership & Information Services Director
membership@wascaclubs.com

We hope that your summer plans include danc-
ing. We plan to go to the 2026 National Square
Dance Convention in Waco and while we are in
Texas we plan to visit several Presidential Libraries
and the Magnolia Network Fixer Upper show sites.
A couple of Festivals that don’t require long dis-
tance travel include the Star Spangled Banner Fes-
tival and the Tennessee State Convention.
Tennessee has a great Convention in August.
Both dances have great callers and cuers. Keep
on dancing this summer.

The 2026/2027 WASCA Delegates’ Meeting will
be held on September 27, 2026; February 28,
2027 and May 23, 2027. Please mark your calen-
dars now.

Is your club dancing this summer? If so, please
let us know ASAP so that we can get the informa-
tion in the Calls n Cues Directory and on the Web
page. Please send us any email address, phone
number, or postal address changes for your Pres-
ident (manager), Delegate, Alternate Delegate, or
Information Contact. You can email them to mem-
bership@wascaclubs.com or call us. Nancy’s cell
phone number is 703-217-1670. Tom'’s cell phone
number is 703-217-4791.

I Please send WASCA Club Directory changes to I

I membership@wascaclubs.com I
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